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at Berlin, its severe demands and intransigent tone made a
painful impression and caused the most serious misgivings.
Sir Edward Grey called it "the most formidable docu-
ment he had ever seen addressed by one State to another
that was independent/' But he did not care to discuss the
merits of the dispute between Austria and Serbia; that
was not England's concern. It was solely from the point of
view of the peace of Europe that he would concern himself
with the matter, and he would wait to hear the views of
the other Powers.30 After talking with the French and
German Ambassadors, he began to make a series of pro-
posals for preserving the peace of Europe which will be
discussed later.
In Paris, M. Bienvenu-Martin, Minister of Justice, who
was Acting-Minister of Foreign Affairs during the absence
of Poincare and Viviani, was completely nonplussed. He
did not know what to do, beyond informing the absent Pres-
ident and Minister of the new developments and giving
Serbia some cautious advice.31 But he soon received in-
structions sent by wireless from the France, where Poincare
and Viviani had learned by a radiogram from Russia the
substance of the ultimatum. Viviani had at once sent
wireless messages to St. Petersburg, London, and Paris,
"that, in his opinion, (1) Serbia should immediately offer
all the satisfaction compatible with her honor and inde-
pendence; (2) that she should request an extension of the
twenty-four hour [sic] time-limit within which Austria
demanded a reply; (3) that England, Russia and France
should agree to support this request; and (4) that the
Triple Entente should see whether it would be possible to
substitute an international investigation in place of an
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